
 

Jamia Masjid’s Relief in Gargar, Goolweyne, Bil Khair & 

Shebelle Refugee Camps 

The Crisis 

For three consecutive years, the rainy seasons in Somalia yielded little return. Rains were scant and 

crop yields were dismal. 2011 became a tipping point.  An expected rainy season from April to June 

failed to arrive. Crops failed, wells dried up and livestock died. The price of water and cereals rose to 

record levels. It became the worst drought witnessed in Somalia for 60 years. 

 
 

 



By the summer, millions of Muslims across Somalia were facing famine. Poverty became extreme: 
children died of starvation and hundreds of thousands of families were displaced in their search for 
help. 
 

Ummah Welfare Trust, operating in Somalia since 2006, responded by launching a £10 million appeal 

- its largest ever. 

 

Life in the Refugee Camps 

In Hodan district, southern Mogadishu, there were 4 large camps that were in close proximity to one 

another. These were Gargar, which had around 15 sub-camps; Goolweyne which had 13 sub-camps; 

Bil Khair which had 8 to 9 sub-camps; and Shebelle which had 5 to 6.  Later on in our stay, a new 

camp called Al Rahma was formed and that had 2 sub-camps. There were approximately 2,700 

families living in all these camps combined.  

Since these camps were so close together, the whole area looked ostensibly like one camp. Each 

camp was not properly cordoned off, thereby making it difficult to distinguish the different camps 

from one another.   

     

    

 



Generally the conditions in these camps, like all camps in Mogadishu, were very grim. The majority 

of the residents were women and children and had travelled from the regions of Bay, Bakol and 

Lower Shabelle. A few families were also from Gedo and Kisamayo.  

Mothers had accustomed themselves to 

going to as much distributions as possible, 

seeking as many hand outs as they could. 

While the men sought work in the city, 

either as a porter or a manual labourer. 

Given the size of the camps, Islamic 

instruction was very less. The team did come 

across a small makeshift madrassah in 

Gargar, but in no way did it suffice for the 

thousands of children that lived there. Many 

children wandered around all day, missing 

out on all the ‘tarbiyyah’ they would receive 

had they not migrated.   

Local surveys suggest that as much as 80% of 

refugees in Mogadishu could not afford to 

buy enough clean water. 

Water was sometimes provided through 

water tankers by local NGOs but for the very 

poor families, troughs had been dug into the 

ground and a cloth placed over so as to 

catch as much rainwater as possible.  

 

Newly arrived families were in a terrible condition. Many of 

them were single mothers with many children. They were either 

widows or women whose husbands had remained in the rural 

areas hoping for some return from the rains. 

Despite the evident poverty and hardship, we were informed 

that these camps were some of the better run camps in 

Mogadishu. It was relatively stable, the turnover rate of 

residents was low and the chairman, though not to be trusted, 

did not behave oppressively.  

It was also an area where distributions were quite frequent. 

Turkish NGOs and donations from the Somali diaspora regularly 

ended up benefitting these residents. 

 

 



Jamia Masjid’s Response 

‘Place wheat on the tops of mountains so it cannot be said that a bird went hungry in the land of the 
Muslims.’ 

- ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz (May Allah have mercy upon him) 

 

The donation of Jamia Masjid contributed greatly towards Ummah Welfare Trust’s efforts in these 

camps. Your donation contributed towards providing refugee families with shelter, utensils and food 

supplies. 

Shelters are double layered tents that are waterproof and provide insulation; a food package weighs 

35kg, consisting of 20kg rice, 10kg flour, 3kg roasted grams and 24 packs of biscuits (cooking oil is 

provided with the pack during distributions); and a kitchen utensils set consists of 45 pieces, 

including a stove, watercooler, wash bucket, plates, cups, pans and more. 

The Ummah Welfare Trust UK team overlooked all the distributions that took place in these camps. 

Alhamdulillah, these distributions were only possible thanks to donations from institutions like Jamia 

Masjid in Swindon, Wiltshire.  

 

Tents 

In total, over the various days, 710 tents were constructed in this full area. Tents were allocated 

across all the main camps following surveys. Widows, single mothers, the elderly and the disabled 

were always prioritised.    

The first distribution of tents took place on the 13th October. Fifty tents were provided that day to 

orphaned families, widows and disabled persons. Tents were provided to families who were in turn 

told to assemble the tents. 

The next distribution took place the following day on the 14th. Two hundred more tents were 

brought to the entry point of Gargar camp and distributed to needy families following the 

distribution of cards to them earlier in the day. 

On the 18th, 319 tents were sent to these large camps. These tents were distributed to needy 

families spread across Goolweyne and Gargar. On 21st November, 141 tents were distributed in Al 

Rahma camp to families displaced by the fighting in northern Mogadishu. This distribution was part 

of a full package, where food packs and kitchen utensils were also given. 



    

 

 



Food & Utensils Distribution 

All the different camps were treated as one for all Ummah Welfare Trust’s distributions. Since they 

were all close together, the borders of each camp would be ignored when allocating cards. Widows, 

orphans, the disabled and the elderly were prioritised first. 

The first food and utensil distribution took place on 21st October. 247 food packs (with 3 bottles of 

oil) and kitchen utensil sets were distributed. The recipients, who were invariably women and from 

the Shebelle camp, were told to bring two persons with them so they could take their goods home.  

The next distribution took place a while after on 19th November. Sixty eight families from Goolweyne 

camp received a food pack and a bottle of oil. This distribution took place at Ummah Welfare Trust’s 

‘Qurbani’ centre on Tarbunk Road.  

On the 21st as part of a full UWT package (as mentioned earlier) 140 families were given food 

packages and kitchen utensils.  The recipients were residents of Gabow sub-camp in Al Rahma. 

In total 455 food packs were distributed in these camps. 

 

    

 



     

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summary of Distribution 

In total Ummah Welfare Trust distributed the following amounts in these camps: 

 710 Tents 

 387 Kitchen Utensils 

 455 Food Packages 

Alhamdulillah all this was possible thanks to organisations like Jamia Masjid in Swindon, Wiltshire. 

 


